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"It was comforting for me
to have you take care of
this service for my mother.
I know she would have
been as pleased as I am
with your work. Thank
you!"

M.N. of Vancouver, WA

Add a distinctive and
professional flair to your
business with stone signage.

Benches can serve as
memorials or landscape
features. We can design yours
in one of 20 different granite
colors.

We also create decorative
accents for your home or
garden in fine granite.

Confused About Choosing a
Monument?

Choosing a monument doesn’t have to be confusing.
Whether you call it a gravestone, headstone, tombstone,
memorial or grave marker, most likely this is the first
time you have ever had to choose a monument. What
style of memorial? What type of material? What design?
What story would you like to have told? Would you like
a flower vase or a portrait?
 
There are many options available and many choices to
be made. On top of that, all materials are not created
equal. How do you start? How do you choose a
monument you’ll be proud to share with future
generations? That’s where our family can help your
family.
 
Download our FREE Guide - How to Buy a Monument.
 
Family Run with Your Needs at Heart
We are a family-run business that understands your
concerns and caters to your needs when it comes time to
select a monument. As the leading memorialists and
monument designers in Vancouver Washington and
Portland, Oregon, we have decades of experience
assisting in the creation of fitting tributes to loved ones.
 
Best materials and top artistry.
For this special purchase, you deserve nothing less than
the best materials and the finest artistry at a price you
can afford. We offer the widest selection of granite in
the area. And, our on-site artists work with you to
capture the essence of your loved one's life story in
granite or bronze—a unique honor that will last for
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Vancouver Granite 
Works, Inc.
6007 East 18th St. 
Vancouver, WA
98661

Phone
360-694-1832
503-284-1268 
1-877-VanGran 

Hours
M-F    8am to 5 pm
Sat     9am to 1 pm

We Accept
Cash, Check, Visa,
MasterCard and
Discover

Our indoor and outdoor display
is the largest in the area.
 

decades to come.
 
You are guaranteed:

A friendly and compassionate staff that works
within your budget to create a tribute that will last
for generations to come
Top-quality granite and bronze
Traditional, modern or custom design styles
An understanding of different communities, cultures, traditions and languages

Browse our site for:

A gallery showing examples of our fine memorial art.
Help in selecting the best material and type of memorial for your needs
Background on our family, our business and our modern production facility
and craftspeople at work

Visit our Showroom.
We invite you to visit the Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington area's
largest indoor and outdoor display of monuments (Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm and Sat:
9am-1pm) or contact us about a home consultation to discuss your needs.
 
Call us today.
We will happy to answer your questions. We can guide you through the process of
selecting a monument that will stand as an honorable tribute and a lasting work of
art. 
We also offer fine pet memorials, home and business signage, and attractive
landscape features carved in granite.
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"May I thank all of you for the
good workmanship and the
prompt delivery as promised"

 A.G. of Vancouver, WA

 

 

How to Select a Memorial
Download our FREE Guide - How to Buy a

Monument.
Buying a memorial is an important decision and
VGW is committed to making sure you and your
family have a memorial of the highest quality,
whether you buy from us or not. Here are the five key
factors to consider:
 
The Integrity of Memorial Grade Granite
Make sure that the stone is Memorial Grade Granite
so that you are certain the memorial will not crack or
fall apart over time due to normal weather conditions.
 
Artistry that Captures Your Loved One's
Story
Take the extra time to work with the memorial retailer
to design a memorial that combines just the right text,
style and imagery to reflect the essence of your loved
one's life now and for generations to come.
 
A Paper Layout to Verify Spelling and
Design
You should receive a paper layout that you can use to verify spelling, dates, images
and design features before anything is written in stone to avoid unpleasant surprises.
 
A Reinforced Concrete or Granite Foundation
The foundation should be made of reinforced concrete or granite to protect the
memorial and keep it from tipping.
 
A Written Warranty on Quality and Craftwork
You want the company to stand behind the memorial's quality and craftwork with a
written warranty.
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Vancouver Granite 
Works, Inc.
6007 East 18th St. 
Vancouver, WA
98661

Phone
360-694-1832
503-284-1268 
1-877-VanGran 

Hours
M-F    8am to 5 pm
Sat     9am to 1 pm

We Accept
Cash, Check, Visa,
MasterCard and
Discover

Call Vancouver Granite Works, Inc. today for more information on how we can
create a finely crafted memorial that meets cemetery requirements, your design
aesthetic, and your budget. VGW provides Memorial Grade Granite, top memorial
artistry to tell your story, paper layouts, reinforced concrete foundations and a
written warranty on all of our work.
 
Click here to see monuments that did not follow these steps.
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"It was comforting for
me to have  you take
care of  this service
for my  mother. I
know she would have
 been as pleased as I
am with your  work.
Thank you!"

 M.N. of Vancouver,
WA

 
 
 

How to Spot a Low Quality Monument
Here are examples of what to avoid when choosing your
monument or marker. We found these different memorials at
various cemeteries around the area. We feel bad for the
families who chose monument companies or funeral homes
that sold them these monuments that either has inferior
craftsmanship or will not stand up to the test of time.
 
We hope that these examples will help you to know what to
look for when choosing the memorial for your family.
 

 
 
 
 
 
The lines on this marker have very little depth and when
the black wears out will have little or no contrast.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
This vase sports a plastic ring that sits on
top of the concrete foundation. The
plastic vase ring is easy for the lawn
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mower to break especially when it sits on
top of the foundation. When that breaks
your vase will not be able to stand up.
 
 

 
 

 
 
This foundation was just a ring of
concrete around the marker. Un-
reinforced, it has begun to fall apart,
which is accelerated when the grass
grows between the marker and the
concrete.
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This marker has no foundation or lawn
mower proof edge. Overtime this will tip
as well as be the recipient of many
lawnmower chips.
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This marker’s border line is a variable width.
You can see how it varies across the top in
width then gets wider yet as it goes down the
side. These lines should be the same width.
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
These rose do not have the polished
removed from them. This creates a flower
that blends into the background. This is
usually done due to the manufacturer
rushing through the job.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Even with this exceptionally done Lawn Mower
Proof edge, it will not protect a marker when it
is set above the grass level.
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This is a nice marker; it just has been set
too low in the ground. Dirt, grime and
grass clippings will settle on this marker.
Also, when the vase has flowers in it, you
won’t be able to see the writing on it very
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well. Most markers are set with the vase
on the top of the marker to avoid this
problem.
 
 

 

Notice the vase rings. They are going different directions. This is a sign of a rushed
job. This finger holes should be oriented the same direction.
 
 

 
 
 
 
The border of this foundation is extremely tight to the
base of this monument. This leads to chipped bases
and unhappy cemeteries. Foundations should be at
least 4”-6” bigger on all sides to allow for ease of
maintenance.
 
 
 

 
 

 
We’re not quite sure what’s happening here.
This “putty” should not be an eyesore on the
monument and bevel out from the monument
to the base. There should be a sealant or
caulking around the bottom of the monument
but it should not stick out like this. Perhaps
they forgot to trim it after they completed the
setting of it.
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The lines on this marker are so
shallow, it doesn’t even cut into the
stone in places. Obviously a job rushed
through the process.
 
 
 
 

 

This is a unique monument that tells a nice story. Too bad it wasn’t set properly. A
monument of this size and complexity should be set using pins and not just little
dabs of epoxy. That way vandals wouldn’t be able to knock it over like they did
here.
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This monument has two problems. First, the granite foundation has been set too high
and at some point the lawnmower will chip all the edges. Second, this is a flush
marker set on edge to make a monument. Normally not a problem, except when the
saw lines from cutting the granite slab are left exposed for a rather unattractive
appearance.
 
 

This monument unfortunately has been set along way from level. It is important that
a monument is level so that there is no risk of it sliding off the base.
 

 
 
 
 
 



Vancouver Granite Works: Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - How to Avoid a Low Quality Monument

http://www.vancouvergranite.com/avoid_low_quality.php[10/18/2010 11:00:09 AM]

 
This monument has been placed in the wrong spot.
Cemeteries typically like to have all the monuments
and markers in a row. It makes it easier to maintain
and easier to find graves.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To find out what you need to do to make sure your monument or marker doesn’t
have any of these qualities, visit How To Select a Memorial.
 
Top
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Vancouver Granite 
Works, Inc.
6007 East 18th St. 
Vancouver, WA
98661

Phone

Memorial Gallery
If you are using a dial-up Internet connection, this page may take a few moments to
load.

Download our FREE Guide - How to Buy a Monument.
(Click an image to enlarge.)

Mausoleums
View All >

 

Upright Memorials
View All >

Flush Memorials
View All >

Pillow Memorials
View All >
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Slant Memorials
View All >
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View All >

© Copyright 2010 Vancouver Granite Works Inc.

http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/slants/index.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/slants/slant_01.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/slants/slant_02.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/slants/slant_03.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/slants/slant_04.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/benches/index.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/benches/bench_01.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/benches/bench_02.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/benches/bench_03.php
http://www.vancouvergranite.com/images/benches/bench_04.php

	Vancouver Granite Works_ downloadform.pdf
	vancouvergranite.com
	Vancouver Granite Works: Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - leading memorialists and monument designers in Southwest Washington and Northwest Oregon

	Vancouver Granite Works_ Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - How to Avoid a .pdf
	vancouvergranite.com
	Vancouver Granite Works: Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - How to Avoid a Low Quality Monument


	Vancouver Granite Works_ Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - How to select a.pdf
	vancouvergranite.com
	Vancouver Granite Works: Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - How to select a memorial


	Vancouver Granite Works_ Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - Memorial Galler.pdf
	vancouvergranite.com
	Vancouver Granite Works: Serving Vancouver WA, Portland OR - Memorial Gallery






